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THE JOURNALS AND PAPERS OF THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 

BY HERBERT FRIEDENWALD. 

PART I. 

In the year 1826, after having made an examination of the 
documentary material bearing on the Colonial and Revolu- 
tionary history of the old Thirteen States such as has not 
since, and probably will never again be made, Jared Sparks 
wrote : " The more we look into the history of the Colonies, 
the more clearly we shall see that the Revolution was not 
the work of a few years only, but began with the first settle- 
ment of the country : the seeds of liberty when first planted 
here were the seeds of the Revolution ; they sprang forth by 
degrees ; they came to maturity gradually ; and when the 
great crisis took place, the whole nation were prepared to 
govern themselves, because they always had in reality gov- 
erned themselves." 1 It need occasion small wonder, then, 
that a revolution the result of such deep-seated causes and 
having such far-reaching effects should have had its story 
related by a multitude of authors, each in his own particu- 
lar way ; nor that the men to whom it gave prominence, 
and the events that mark its progress, are as household 
words in the mouths of all Americans. 

For there is no portion of our history that has had so 
much attention paid to it, and respecting which so many 
documents have been published, as the period of the Revo- 
lution. The end, fortunately, is not yet, for at no time has 
the true value of authentic records been more highly ap- 
preciated than at present, nor have such extensive exertions 
ever been put forth to obtain and to preserve them. Our 
country is therefore peculiarly fortunate in possessing those 
of an official nature covering the Revolution in an almost 

1 Sparks's " Life and Writings," Vol. I. p. 494. 
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unbroken series. For the most part they are the documents 
officially known as the records and papers of the Continen- 
tal Congress, which are placed in the care of the Depart- 
ment of State at Washington, where are also the priceless 
papers of "Washington and Jefferson and Franklin and 
Madison and Monroe. And yet the treatment accorded 
these records has been far from in keeping with the value 
placed upon them. To say that they have never been pub- 
lished means much. It means that, until they are, no real 
and adequate history of the Revolution can be written, for 
their present arrangement is so confusing as to have made 
it possible for documents to escape the vigilant eye even of 
a Bancroft. It means, too, that they are still in manuscript 
as they were written by the men we love to call patriots ; it 
means that the tooth of time has had so little respect for 
them as to have often gnawed them to their lasting deface- 
ment; and it means that they have been and are liable to 
irreparable injury from frequent removal and occasional 
handling, or even to total destruction by some unforeseen 
catastrophe. 

A detailed description of the contents of these records 
would engross many pages. Exclusive of transcripts or 
copies, they fill some two hundred folio volumes, averaging 
about three hundred pages each, and all of them containing 
matters of exceeding great importance. Here are the Jour- 
nals from the beginning to the very end (1774-89), almost 
entirely in the hand of Charles Thomson, the indefatigable 
secretary. Here are letter-books of the Presidents of Con- 
gress, recording their official communications; as well as 
hundreds of reports of committees made during the years 
1775-89, upon the army and the War Department, upon 
foreign relations, upon increasing the powers of Congress, 
upon financial questions, upon Indian affairs, and upon a 
countless variety of other subjects. Here are some two 
thousand and more motions, of the nature of resolutions 
offered in Congress, to many of which no trace exists else- 
where; and papers dealing with land controversies be- 
tween the States, and petitions and memorials addressed to 
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Congress, asking for their overburdened attention often to 
the petty wants and still oftener to the serious complaints 
and important desires and rights of individuals. To be 
found here also are documents detailing the contest waged 
over a location for the capital of the nation. The Articles of 
Confederation, and suggestions for their improvement, from 
which we can learn the steps taken towards their adoption 
and amendment, all of which led directly up to the per- 
fected Constitution under which we live, form another part 
of the collection. Letters from ministers sent to negotiate 
with foreign powers, and those of envoys sent by foreign 
powers to this country, with an almost complete record of 
our foreign relations; and the letters written by Wash- 
ington and his generals to Congress, detailing the move- 
ments of the army and making suggestions for the manage- 
ment of national affairs, to mention no others, give an 
indication of the character of the correspondence here 
gathered. And so on through the list; for one can, as has 
been proved by experience, spend months in examining 
these records without mastering more than a small portion 
of their contents. 

It is to the Journals, however, mentioned but briefly 
above, that we particularly desire to devote our attention. 
For however valuable are the other documents in themselves, 
however great would be the loss to American history were 
they destroyed, the loss would be intensified an hundred- 
fold were the Journals, too, lost to us, for they are the only 
record we have of the proceedings of that great body of 
men who, amid contention and disagreement and sore 
trials, so conducted the affairs of the country that the battle 
was waged and won, and a perfected union in the end re- 
sulted. More than this, the Journal is a sort of index to 
the whole mass of documents. From it, and often from it 
alone, we can learn what letters were received and what 
correspondence was carried on ; the committees that were 
appointed, and what and when they reported, and the 
effect these letters and reports had in shaping the course of 
legislation. But this is not all. Many of the really im- 
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portant state papers of the period exist upon the pages of 
the Journal and nowhere else. Many, it is true, were re- 
peatedly printed by order of Congress, but these reprints 
are scarcer even than the printed Journal; nor was this 
always done, and much that was comparatively unimportant 
at the time, and is now only found within these pages, is 
of the greatest value to us. 

But it may be asked, has this invaluable Journal never 
been printed ? The answer is yes and no, with stern em- 
phasis upon the latter reply. 

To understand what is in print and what is not, we must 
examine the manuscripts carefully. In the first place, there 
exists what is generally known as the Original or Rough 
Journal, which appears to be the Journal made up by Secre- 
tary Thomson from notes taken during the daily proceed- 
ings; for writing long-hand, as he did, it is almost beyond 
a possibility that he wrote this at his desk in Congress 
during the sessions. 1 This Rough Journal fills thirty-nine 
folio volumes of varying thickness, and covers the proceed- 
ings from September 5, 1774, to March 2, 1789, although a 
volume containing the record from March 19 to May 2, 
1778, is and has been missing for a great number of years. 
They are all bound in the original covers, are for the most 
part in the fine round hand of Charles Thomson, and are in 
an excellent state of preservation. It may be proper to add 
that the record, never at any time full, is often exasper- 
atingly brief, and omits mention of many events that it was 
deemed unnecessary to note at the time, but which to us 
are of the greatest importance. 

Next in order is the series known as the Transcript of 
the Journal, which is a copy, with differences, of the above. 
This fills ten volumes similar in size to the Rough Journal, 
beginning with the proceedings of September 5, 1775, and 
ending abruptly with an unfinished sentence in those of 
January 20, 1779. All of this, with the exception of the 

1 This opinion is fortified by the fact that there are a few scraps of 
paper among the archives which can be no other than such rough notes. 
See also Thomson's controversy with Laurens, noted later. 
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record of the period from the end of December, 1776, to 
the end of January, 1777, is in Thomson's hand. While 
it is possible that a volume belonging to this set and cov- 
ering the Congress of 1774 and the first Congress of 1775 
may have existed, it is unlikely, in that the numbering on 
the back of the volumes starts with No. 1 ; so it is probable 
that Thomson began his copying for this series Avith the 
proceedings of September 5, 1775. There are, it is true, 
among the archives, several copies in different hands of the 
proceedings from May to August, 1775, but they appear 
never to have formed a part of the Transcript series. 

On the fly-leaf of the first volume of this series of Tran- 
scripts Thomson has written and signed the following : 

" N.B. — The passages and resolutions, which in this and 
the following books are crossed, were all passed by Congress, 
but a Com M having been appointed to revise the journals for 
publication, 6uch parts as the house determine, on the report 
of the comm" should not be published, were ordered to be 
crossed or marked so as not to be transcribed for publica- 
tion. As the crossing defaced the minutes another mark 
was introduced which was by dots in the margin." 

From this statement has arisen the prevailing opinion 
that the Transcripts were the volumes sent to the printers, 
and from which the printed Journal as we have it was set 
up in type. This is true, perhaps, so far as it goes; but 
there are no Transcripts for 1774 and part of 1775, nor were 
there ever any portions of the Journal of 1774 withheld 
from publication, except such as are mentioned below. 
The marking of which Thomson speaks is found upon the 
Transcript down to and including the proceedings of 
December 29, 1779. Although Thomson has not men- 
tioned it, I have found that the Rough Journal for that part 
of 1775 not covered by the Transcripts is also marked in a 
similar manner. 

While the Transcripts are not exact copies of the Rough 
Journal, the differences are only slight, being mainly verbal ; 
such, for example, as the substitution of " Commander-in- 
Chief" for the word " General." And other changes of a 
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like nature bear evidence that Thomson polished his record 
a trifle before submitting it to the printer. 1 

Next we have the single folio volume containing what is 
known as the Secret Domestic Journal, from May 10, 1775, 
to July 2, 1787. This contains such proceedings relating 
to domestic affairs, as distinct from those connected with 
foreign relations, that it was thought advisable to withhold 
from publication. From this volume of proceedings was 
printed the first part of the first volume of the Secret 
Journals of Congress, published in 1821. 

Nine other volumes of these manuscripts contain the 
remainder of the proceedings of a secret nature. They 
concern foreign affairs, for the most part, and it would 
appear from the manner in which they are made up that 
Thomson at first made entries in sundry volumes by way 
of experiment ; then, having hit upon a satisfactory system, 
he conformed to it to the end. 

This conclusion is reached from a perusal of the volumes 
known as Nos. 4 and 6 of the series. No. 4, in one volume, 
contains copies of matters entered in both the foreign and 
domestic Secret Journals, having to do with letters of in- 
struction, commissions, letters of credence, plans of treaties, 
ratification of contracts, and the like, beginning with Oc- 
tober 18, 1780, and ending with March 29, 1786; and No. 
6, in three volumes, is known as the " Imperfect" Secret 
Journal, and commences with an extract from the pro- 
ceedings of September 17, 1776, and terminates with one 
from those of September 18, 1788. But these volumes (Nos. 
4 and 6) contain nothing that is not to be found in either 
the Secret Domestic Journal (No. 3) mentioned above, or in 
the complete Journal of Foreign Affairs (No. 5). The latter 
is in three large volumes, beginning with the proceedings 
of November 29, 1775, and ending with those of September 
16, 1788. They contain many valuable entries upon foreign 
matters that are not recorded elsewhere, and from them 
were printed the last three volumes of the Secret Journal of 
Congress of the edition of 1821. 

1 See letter of Thomson's, July 27, 1784. 
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Another volume — " Secret Journal A," No. 8 — contains 
various entries from 1776 to 1783, but nothing that is not 
elsewhere recorded. Its contents are mere minutes of pro- 
ceedings that were afterwards entered in the public Journal. 

Lastly there is the small quarto volume labelled " The 
More Secret Journal." 1 Its contents, beginning with June 
6, 1781, and ending with August 8, 1782, bear, for the most 
part, upon the history of the negotiations looking towards 
a settlement of the dispute with England. Some of the dis- 
cussions and resolutions relative to the peace negotiations, 
of a minor importance, are here noted, and as they are not 
found elsewhere, have never been printed. 

Thomson's method of composing the Secret Journals can- 
not be ascertained without considerable difficulty. "We 
frequently, but not always, find resolutions dealing with 
domestic and foreign affairs entered in the Rough (manu- 
script) Journal, with the usual dotted lines in the margin to 
indicate that this was matter of a secret nature. Again, 
we occasionally find, in addition to the original lines, a brief 
note indicating that the resolutions within the lines were to 
be entered upon the Secret Journal of Domestic Affairs. 2 
Affairs so marked we invariably found recorded in one or 
other of the separate Secret Journals. Again, we not in- 
frequently find brief statements in the Rough Journal, 
with more lengthy accounts upon the pages of the Journal 
of Foreign Affairs, or there may be no reference to foreign 
affairs at all upon the pages of the Rough Journal, while 
under the same date a detailed entry will be found in the 
Journal of Foreign Affairs. Still again, where we find 
entries covering the same subject in both the Rough 
Journal and the Journal of Foreign Affairs, they sometimes 
differ in details. 3 We can therefore safely state that the 
Rough Journal contains matter upon foreign affairs not 
recorded in the Foreign Journal, that the reverse is also the 

1 This volume of the papers of the Continental Congress is No. 7 
of the collection, and is a transcript of a small unbound manuscript 
entirely in the hand of Thomson. 

2 April 16 and 22, 1784. s May 17, 1786. 
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case, and besides, that the printed Journal of Foreign Affairs 
which was set up from these three volumes of manuscripts 
is not an exact copy from the stand-point of modern 
methods. 

This leads to the conclusion, and the Rough Journal 
bears us out, that in the early days — that is, until the treaty 
with France was signed in 1778, up to which time foreign 
affairs received little of the attention of the Congress — Thom- 
son recorded everything upon the pages of the Rough 
Journal, marking those matters which were considered 
secret, in order that they might not be printed. Then, from 
1778 on, when foreign affairs came to engross so much 
attention, he chauged this order, made brief entries in the 
Rough Journal, or none at all, and recorded the transac- 
tions bearing on foreign affairs at length in the Foreign 
Journal whenever their nature was such as to preclude the 
desirability of having them published. Not so with the 
Secret Journal of Domestic Affairs, however. Secret mat- 
ters of this nature were of less frequent occurrence, for 
in print they fill but little more than half of an octavo 
volume of under five hundred pages. These proceedings 
were nearly always entered on the Rough Journal and the 
Transcripts, were marked with dotted lines, and were with- 
held from -publication. But a desire arose to have such 
kept together in a separate volume for reference. Then 
(probably in 1784, although the resolution to this effect 
has not been found) Thomson was ordered to make up 
such a volume or volumes. He tells of this work in a let- 
ter written from Philadelphia, June 20, 1784, to Samuel 
Hardy, the chairman of the Committee of the States, then 
in session at Annapolis during the adjournment of Con- 
gress. He writes, " I shall next proceed to revise and 
arrange the Secret Journal agreeably to the order of Con- 
gress and hope to have this work completed, or at least 
a considerable progress made, before the next meeting of 
Congress." 

Besides doing this, he tried to bring the Foreign Affairs 
Journal up to date, and in a letter written a little later he 
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asks that the original manuscript be sent him, in order that 
he might complete his task. 1 

PAET II. 

Having thus briefly reviewed the material contained in 
these manuscripts, let us now turn to what was done by the 
men who participated in the events of the day, to place 
some authentic accounts of their transactions before the 
public. 2 At the beginning of the Continental Congress 
the interest of the people in their proceedings was at fever 
heat, all the more fanned by the secrecy enjoined upon the 
members. The public was, therefore, unwilling to wait until 
the first Congress had completed their labors before receiving 
an account of what had been done. Yielding to the popular 
will, and appreciating that the appetite for revolution would 
grow from what it fed on, the Congress ordered the various 
great state documents printed and distributed as they were 
agreed to. First of these was the Declaration of Rights, 
but among the earliest were the Articles of Association. 
The engrossed copy of the latter was signed on the 20th of 
October, 1774, and on the same day was ordered committed 
to the press that a hundred and twenty copies might be 
struck off. 3 

The Congress was by that time approaching the end, 

1 Both of the letters here referred to are to be found only in manu- 
script, and are in the possession of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania. The latter is dated July 27, 1784, and is written to Bankson, the 
clerk in the secretary's office who was performing the duties of secretary 
to the committee while Thomson was absent on leave ; in this letter he 
asks that the original manuscript journals be sent to him, in order that 
he might be enabled "to complete the secret foreign affairs Journal as 
directed." 

2 In the preparation of the bibliographical notes to this part of my 
paper I have drawn freely upon Mr. Hildeburn's "Issues of the Penn- 
sylvania Press," and Mr. Paul L. Ford's " Material for a Bibliography 
of the Continental Congress." From both of these valuable works I 
have received great assistance, and more detailed references will be found 
in the succeeding notes. The titles have, however, been separately veri- 
fied in each instance. 

s MS. Journal of 1774, October 20. 
Vol.. XXI. — 12 
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and on the next day (October 21) the address to the peo- 
ple of Great Britain and the memorial to the inhabitants 
of the British Colonies were agreed to and ordered to be 
committed to the printer immediately, with the injunction 
that no more than one hundred and twenty copies be printed 
without further order of Congress. At the same time a 
committee consisting of Galloway, McKean, J. Adams, and 
Hooper, on revising the minutes of the Congress, with a 
view to their publication, was appointed, 1 and from a com- 
parison of the manuscript Journal with the printed copies, 
distinct traces of their revision are discernible. 

Neither they nor the Congress desired to lose any time 
in getting down to work; so in order that the Journal 
might be got ready for the printer, as soon as the above com- 
mittee had finished its task of revision, on October 22, it 
was ordered to be sent to the press and to be printed under 
the direction of Biddle, Dickinson, and Secretary Thomson. 
Scarcely had they been appointed, when the first of a long 
series of prints of what were known as extracts from the 
votes and proceedings of the Congress saw the light. The 
first of these appeared on October 24, 2 and contained a 
part of the Articles of Association, and nothing more. 
Three days later, however, a volume appeared from the 

1 MS. Journal of 1774, October 21. 

* Extracts | From the | Votes and Proceedings | of the American Con- 
tinental | Congress, | Held at Philadelphia on the | 5" 1 of September, 
1774, | Containing | The Association, an Address to the People | of Great 
Britain, and a Memorial | to the Inhabitants of the British | American 
Colonies. | Published by order of the Congress. | Philadelphia : | Printed 
by William and Thomas Bradford. | October 24 th M,DCC,LXXIV. | 

On the back of the title-page is printed : " As the Congress is not yet 
dis- | solved and their whole Proceedings | cannot be published for some 
time ; it was | thought advisable forthwith to communicate | as much 
thereof to the Public, as concerned | the Eestrictions on Commerce, 
and the reasons for such Eestrictions. | 

This admission attests, as it were, the falsity of the title-page. The 
pamphlet does not even contain what it purports to in this additional 
note. It is 8vo, pp. 8, and ends abruptly in the midst of a sentence in 
Art. 14: "An Act for ... . securing .... ammunition, and stores, by 
which," I . 
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press of the same printers, the Bradfords, containing the Bill 
of Rights, the list of grievances, occasional resolves, the as- 
sociation, the address to the people of Great Britain, and a 
memorial to the inhabitants of British North America. 
The public interest in these documents may to some extent 
be measured by the fact that before the end of the year 
reprints of this collection came out to the number of twenty- 
odd * in the cities of Boston, Hartford, New York, New 
London, Newport, Norwich, Providence, Williamsburg, 
and London, England. Within a few days after the ad- 
journment, or rather dissolution, of Congress 2 (for it is 
worthy of note that there is no record on the pages of the 
Journal of any formal vote on this question), the complete 
Journal was brought out, printed by the Bradfords, of Phila- 
delphia. 3 Like the extracts, this, too, was issued in several 

1 (Half title) : Extracts | from the | Votes and Proceedings | of the | 
American Continental | Congress. | (Title) : Extracts | From the | Votes 
and Proceedings | Of the American Continental | Congress, | Held at 
Philadelphia on the | 5 th of September, 1774. | Containing | The Bill of 
Eights, A List of Griev- | ances, Occasional Besolves, the | Association, 
an Address to the People | of Great Britain, and a Memorial | to the 
Inhabitants of the British | American Colonies. | Published by order of 
the Congress. | Philadelphia : | Printed by William and Thomas Brad- 
ford, | October 27 th , M,DCC,LXXIV. | 8vo, pp. (4) 12, 11, 36. See 
Ford's Nos. 16-38 for the numerous reprints. 

1 October 26, 1774. 

3 (Half title): Journal | of the Proceedings of the | Congress. | (Title) : 
Journal | of the | Proceedings | of the | Congress, | Held at Philadelphia, 
| September 5, 1774. | [cut] | Philadelphia ; | Printed by William and 
Thomas Bradford, | at the London Coffee-House. | M,DCC,LXXIV. | 
The page is embellished with an interesting cut representing twelve 
arms supporting a column, surmounted by a liberty cap, and resting 
upon a parchment roll entitled " Magna Charta." 8vo, pp. (1), (1), 132, 
133-144. The tailpiece of p. 132 represents a dove bearing an olive- 
branch in its beak ; pp. 133-144 contain the letter of General Gage and 
the petition to the King. 

An edition was immediately printed by Hugh Gaine, of New York : 
Journal | of the | Proceedings | of the | Congress, | Held at Philadel- 
phia, | September 5, 1774. | New York: | Printed by Hugh Gaine, Book- 
seller and | Stationer, in Hanover Square, | M,DCC,LXXIV. | 8vo, pp. 
(1), 104. This lacks the letter of General Gage and the petition to the 
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editions, and was frequently reprinted in New York and 
London. 

The Congress, as is well known, reconvened in May, 1775, 
and in the following July, Samuel Adams, R. H. Lee, and 
John Rutledge were appointed a committee to revise the 
Journal and prepare it for the press. The interest in the 
proceedings in Congress had not waned, and it was probably 
under the committee's direction that another series of ex- 
tracts from the Journal saw the light before the completed 
Journal prepared by them, and submitted to the criticism 
of Congress, was made ready for the printer. 1 That the 
committee performed their task is evidenced by the report 
made to the Congress at the next meeting in September, 
1775. On the 26th of that month they " reported a copy, 
which was in part read." 2 The remainder being read on 
the next day, the secretary was directed to have the whole, as 
then corrected, published, and to superintend and correct 
the press. 3 The Bradfords, of Philadelphia, were again the 
publishers, 4 and reprints of it appeared both in this country 
and in England early in the following year. 

Although the Transcripts of the Journal which we 
mentioned above do not begin until September 5, 1775, 
there are several copies of the Journal for the session of 
May 10 to August 1, 1775, among the archives, which do 
not form a part of the series. They are all alike, and were 

King. A few copies lacking these additions were also printed by the 
Bradfords. See Ford's No. 39. For the reprints, see his Nos. 40-42. 

1 For the titles of the extracts, see Ford's Nos. 70-73. 

2 Journal of Congress, September 26, 1775. See " Diary of Richard 
Smith" in American Historical Review, Vol. I., No. 2, p. 292. 

3 See also " Diary of Richard Smith," ubi supra. 

4 (Half title) : Journal | of the | Proceedings | of the | Congress. | 
(Title) : Journal | of the | Proceedings | of the | Congress, | Held at | 
Philadelphia, | May 10, 1775. | [cut] | Philadelphia: | Printed and Sold, 
by William and Thomas | Bradford, at the London Coffee-House. | 
M.DCC.LXXV. | 8vo, pp. (2), (2), iv., 239. The cut represents three 
military figures supporting a monument entitled " Libert. Patr." In 
the Pennsylvania Journal for December 6, 1775, the Bradfords announce 
this as ready by December 8. See Ford's No. 74. For the reprints, 
see his Nos. 75-77. 
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probably made for tbe use of the printer. The origin of 
the Transcripts as well as of a Secret Journal probably lies 
here ; for at the end of the proceedings of August 1, 1775, 
is the statement, signed by Hancock and Thomson, that the 
above is a copy of the Journal of Congress from their 
meeting on the 10th of May, " except that some Resolutions, 
relative to Military Operations, carrying on are omitted." 1 

In November, 1775, it was thought advisable to make 
public the transactions since the September preceding, and 
the committee previously appointed, with Wythe in the 
place of Rutledge, were instructed to revise the Journal for 
publication; they were further authorized "to examine 
whether it will yet be proper to publish any of those parts 
omitted in the Journal of last session." 2 They made an 
arrangement with the Bradfords to continue the publication, 
and in 1776 they published what was termed on the title- 
page a " Continued" Journal of Congress containing the 
proceedings from September 5 to December 30, 1775. 3 

With this ends the Bradfords' activity in the publication 
of the Journals. Their work had latterly not proved satis- 
factory, and when a committee to superintend the printing 
of the Journals was elected in March, 1776, they were em- 

1 These omissions are duly found in the Secret Journal (Vol. I.) printed 
in 1821. 

2 Journal of Congress, November 30, 1775. 

3 Smith, in his Diary {he. cit., p. 292), writes on September 26, 1776, 
" The Journal was read in Order for Publication and some parts of it 
ordered not to be printed as improper for Public Inspection particu- 
larly all that was there about fortifying the Passes on Hudson's Eiver 
and the Directions to the New Yorkers to arm themselves &c." On 
the next day he has the entry, " The Journal continued to be read and 
various Parts ordered not to be published. . . ." At various times 
from that date he makes note of the reading of the Journal at the 
beginning of each day's proceedings, and of the marking of various 
passages that were not to be published. 

(Half title) : Journal | of the | Congress. | (Title) : Journal | of the 
Congress | of the | United States | of America : | Continued | Philadel- 
phia : | Printed and Sold, by William and Thomas | Bradford, at the 
Coffee-House. | M,DCC,LXXVI. | 8vo, pp. (2), (2), 218. See Hilde- 
burn, Vol. II. p. 255. Ford's No. 78. 
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powered to employ another printer if the one then doing 
the work could not execute it " with sufficient expedition." * 
Robert Aitken now makes his first appearance upon the 
scene as a printer of Congressional proceedings. Beginning 
the work where the Bradfords left off, and without express 
order of Congress other than such sanction as he may have 
received from their printing committee, he published the 
Journals in monthly subdivisions from January to May, 
1776, inclusive. 2 Aitken having learned of the dissatisfac- 
tion of Congress with the Bradfords' delays, issued this 
edition in October, 1776. 3 Thinking the time opportune for 
getting a part of the printing business of Congress, he ob- 
tained access to the Journal, and produced this as a sample of 
what he could do.* But few copies were ever sold, for, as 

1 Journal of Congress, March 21, 1776. 

2 The | Journals | of the | Proceedings | of | Congress. | Held at Phila- 
delphia, | From January to May, 1776. | Philadelphia : | Printed by E. 
Aitken, Bookseller, opposite the | London Coffee-house, Front-Street. | 
M.DCC.LXXVI. | (Bastard title) : Journals | of | Congress. | 8vo, pp. 
(2). pp. 93. The February Journal has the following title : The | Journals 

| of | Congress. | For February, 1776. | R. A. | Philadelphia : | Printed 
and Sold by E. Aitken, Front Street. | M.DCC.LXXVI. | pp. (2), 70. 
The Journal for March, pp. 73-146, and the Journal for April, pp. 147- 
237, has each a heading. Hildeburn, Vol. II. p. 255. Ford's No. 124. 
Aitken records of this, in his " Waste Book :" " I was ordered to print 
no more in this large type, and to begin a new edition beginning with 
the session of Congress, which rendered the sale of the above abortive, 
meantime, I sold 80 copies. I also sold 14 reams of this edition to Ben- 
jamin Flower, for the use of the army for cartridges at 30s. per ream." 

3 See Pennsylvania Packet, October 3, 15, and 26, 1776. 

4 While no evidence of an authorization of this edition of the Journal 
by Congress has been found, the fact that he obtained access to the 
Journal is of itself a kind of authorization. Besides, in his " Waste 
Book" or Journal, the manuscript of which is in possession of the 
Library Company of Philadelphia, he records, under date of January 2, 
1779: "To printing Journal of Congress from Feb. 1, 1776 to April 29— 
inclusive on a pica type containing 15 sheets 8vo. at £4 10 // p sheet — 

£67—10 
To 30 Ems Demy for do. at 40 60 

£127—10 
This would indicate that some one in authority ordered the printing, 
or he would never have sent in his bill. 
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we shall presently see, their sale was rendered " abortive," 
as Aitken puts it, by the new and complete edition soon 
authorized. Meantime (July, 1776) occurred the appoint- 
ment of a new committee on publication, consisting of Jeffer- 
son, Lynch, and Hopkinson, and the Congress appreciating 
the usefulness of an index, ordered one to be prepared. 1 But 
the greater duties of the day that devolved upon Congress 
quite overshadowed the lesser one of perpetuating the record 
of their transactions, and the above committee paid little or 
no attention to their work. A month later, 2 sundry of the 
members being absent, Messrs. Heywood, Hooper, "Williams, 
and "Walton were added to the committee, any two of whom, 
it was ordered, were to be sufficient to make up a quorum. 

Aitken had now found favor in the eyes of Congress, and 
on September 26, 1776, 3 the committee appointed to superin- 
tend the publication of the Journals were instructed to em- 
ploy him to reprint the Journals from the beginning, with 
all possible expedition, and to continue to print the same. 
The Congress agreed to purchase of him five hundred copies, 
when printed, and Aitken was further directed to purchase 
from the Bradfords, on reasonable terms and at the expense 
of Congress, such parts of the Journal as they had printed 
but had not yet published. 

In pursuance of this order, and under the supervision of 
the printing committee, Aitken, in the spring of 1777, issued 
what he termed a " New Edition" of the Journal of Congress, 
in two volumes; the first containing the proceedings for 
1774 and 1775 and the second those of 1776. This became 
the authoritative edition for those years, and has always been 
followed whenever reprinted. 1 

1 Journal of Congress, July 17 and 24, 1776. 

2 August 27, 1776. 3 Journal of Congress. 

* Aitken had the first volume of this edition ready earlier than May, 
1777, for he records in his "Waste Book," under date of May 13, 1777 : 
" Congress Dr. To 100 Journals of Congr : vol : 1st in blue boards at 15/ 
ea : — £75," and again, under May 20, " Congress Dr. For 600 Journals 
of Congress Vo. 1st in blue boards at 15/ — £450." 

Journals | of | Congress. | Containing the | Proceedings | From Sept. 
5, 1774, to Jan. 1, 1776. | Published by Order of Congress. | Volume I. 
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While Aitken was proceeding on this work, another 
change was made in the printing committee by the addition, 
in February, 1777, of Witherspoon and Lovell, 1 and they, 
acting under direction of Congress, agreed to take two hun- 
dred more than the original number provided for in the 
resolution of September, 1776 ; 2 this was probably done 
because of a determination to supply each State delegation, 
in addition to the individual copies for each member, with 
twenty copies for the use of their respective States. 3 

It now fell to Aitken' s lot to have a disagreement with 
Congress, as had the Bradfords before him, and he printed 
no Journal after the two volumes mentioned above ; for in 
May, 1778, 4 the committee appointed to superintend the pub- 
lication of the Journals (whose numbers had been increased 
by the addition of J. B. Smith on January 16, 1778) were 

| Philadelphia: | Printed and Sold by R. Aitken, Bookseller, Front- 
Street. | M.DCC.LXXVII | 8vo. Title and authorization, pp. (2), 310 ; 
index, pp. (12). Hildeburn, Vol. II. p. 285. Ford's No. 79. 

Journals | of | Congress | Containing the | Proceedings | In the Year, 
1776. | Published by order of Congress. | Volume II. | Philadelphia : | 
Printed and Sold by R. Aitken, Bookseller, Front Street. | M.DCC.- 
LXXVII. | 8vo. Title and authorization, pp. (2), 513 ; index, pp. (22). 
Hildeburn, Vol. II. p. 285. 

1 Journal of Congress, February 7, 1777. 

2 Ibid., June 2, 1777. 

3 Ibid., June 2, 1777. The number of copies issued cannot be 
exactly determined. The first resolution of Congress authorized five 
hundred. By June 2, 1777, Congress agreed to take seven hundred. 
Aitken, in his "Waste Book" (pp. 356-57), records, " I printed 800 vol. 2d 
of Journals of Congress I allow 5 fewer of above no. said books were carried 
to Lancaster and committed to care of Mr. Dunlap. I find of 750 copies 
only 532 delivered wanting in all 218 — I allow at 22/6 as they have been 
lost or embezzled — 654 Dollrs. 218 vol. 1st on hand acco't of the 2nd 
vols, missing. I desire to be heard on this affair." This is recorded on 
December 14, 1778, and January 2, 1779. But it hardly tallies with the 
vote of Congress of June 27, 1777, ordering Aitken to be paid 148.76 
dollars " for 768 Journals of Congress, a copper plate printing press, &c," 
which he notes in his journal as received on June 28. On May 26, 1781, 
upon motion of Witherspoon, seconded by Sewell, the secretary was 
ordered to " treat with" Robert Aitken for two hundred copies of the 
first and second volumes of the Journals of Congress. 

4 Ibid., May 2, 1778. 
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" empowered and instructed to employ Mr. John Dunlap 
to continue printing the said journals instead of Robert 
Aitken." He began his work at once, and with the second 
volume of the Journal, for which there seems to have been 
a demand due to the loss of a number of the copies printed 
by Aitken, 1 and Francis Hopkinson, who had been selected 
to prepare the index to Aitken's two volumes, now com- 
pleted his task; and for the making of as poor and un- 
satisfactory an index as ever saw the light of day he received, 
on September 17, 1778, the munificent sum of two hundred 
dollars. 2 As it was printed separately, twenty copies were 
ordered to be given to the delegates from each State, to 
go with the copies of the Journal authorized to be dis- 
tributed as mentioned above. On that same day 3 Samuel 
Holten was added to the committee on publication of the 
Journal. 

Dunlap also printed the Journal for 1777, but as this was 
not got through the press until 1779, although the title-page 
bears no date, and was mentioned as " now publishing" as 
late as March 27 of that year, he too fell under the ban of 
Congress, no doubt because of his tardiness, and the dis- 
satisfaction then engendered led to a radical change in the 
method of printing the record of Congressional proceed- 
ings. 4 

1 Journals | of | Congress. | Containing | the | Proceedings | From 
January 1, 1776, to January 1, 1777. | Published by Order of Congress. | 
Volume II. | Yorktown : \ [Pennsylvania] | Printed by John Dunlap, | 
M.DCC.LXXVIII. | 8vo, pp. (2), 520; index, pp. xxvii. See Ford's 
No. 125. 

2 See Journal of Congress, June 15, September 17, and November 10, 
1778. On December 1, 1779, he was ordered to be paid 266-2/3 dollars 
as balance in full for his account against the Journal committee. 

8 Ibid., November, 10, 1778. 

4 Journals | of | Congress | Containing | the | Proceedings | From 
January 1st, 1777, to January 1st, 1778. | Published by Order of Con- 
gress. | Volume III. | Philadelphia : | Printed by John Dunlap. | [n. d.] 
8vo, pp. 603 ; index to Vol. III., pp. xxii. ; index to Vol. I., pp. (12). 
See Hildeburn, Vol. II. p. 311. Ford's No. 164. 

Also : Journals | of | Congress. | Containing | the Proceedings | from 
January 1, 1777, to January 1, 1778, | Published by Order of Congress. 
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Although Congress, on February 12, 1779, passed a 
resolution directing the committee on printing the Journals 
to employ Aitken to print that of the year 1779, and author- 
izing them " to engage to take of him, as well as of Mr. 
John Dunlap 1 so many of each future volume printed by 
them respectively, as shall equal the number of the first and 
second already received," the committee appears to have 
taken no action in keeping with the powers given them. 
However, the matter of printing the Journals of Congress 
came up quite frequently in one way or another during the 
early months of 1779. 

As noted above, the Journal for 1777 had not by that 
time appeared ; that for 1778 had not even been put in the 
hands of the printer. Much inconvenience was occasioned 
by this delay, which was in striking contrast with the earlier 
method of publishing almost at once. It is not to be won- 
dered at, then, that the dissatisfaction took definite shape at 

| Volume III. | New York : | Printed by John Patterson. | [n. d.] 8vo, 
pp. 603 ; index, pp. xxii. 

Hildeburn and Ford both hold that this Journal of 1777 was printed 
in 1778. My reasons for diifering from them are based (1) on the reso- 
lution of February 12, 1779, noted below in the text, wherein, had there 
been a third volume of the Journal in existence, it would surely have been 
mentioned; (2) the resolution of March 27, 1779, directing that the yeas 
and nays be printed in the Journal then printing, which, as the Journal 
of 1778 was not ordered printed till later, must have referred to the 
Journal of 1777 ; (3) the fact that Dunlap was not paid for printing 
this third volume until July, 1779 (see below) ; (4) Dunlap had some 
difficulty in having his account with Congress settled. For on March 9, 
1779 (at the same time that Aitken, whose appeal had been heard, was 
voted 3483.45/90 dollars " for printing journals of Congress and sundry 
other contingencies"), a report was made " respecting J. Dunlap . . . 
with his account," but it was laid on the table without consideration. 
At the end of the month (March 30) it was referred to the Board of 
Treasury, and on the 27th of April he was voted eight thousand two 
hundred and twenty-two dollars for printing done for Congress. This 
probably did not include the work done on the Journals, for on July 17 
he was ordered to be paid five thousand seven hundred and fifty-six 
dollars for " printing the 3d volume of the journals of Congress, paper, 
etc." See MS. Journal of Congress. 

1 MS. Journal of Congress. 
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the end of March 1779, when, " on motion of Mr. Drayton, 
seconded by Mr. M. Smith, Congress came to the following 
resolution: Whereas it is essential to the interest and 
security of every free state, that the conduct of the public 
servants should be known to their constituents ; Resolved, 
That from the first of January last, the journals of this 
house, except such parts as have been or shall be ordered to 
be kept secret, be printed immediately ; and that, for the 
future, the journal except as above, be printed weekly and 
sent to the executive powers of the several states, to be by 
them laid before their respective legislatures; and that a 
printer be engaged to print for Congress ; and also a printer 
or printers be employed to bring up the journals from the 
time of their present publication to the said first of January." 1 
This was followed on the same day by the addition of 
Hill, Floyd, and Muhlenberg to the committee appointed 
to superintend the publication of the Journal. 

"With the effectiveness of the new broom, they had by the 
9th of April swept away Dunlap, and in his place had had 
David C. Claypoole appointed to print for Congress. 2 He 
immediately began the publication of the most interesting, 
the most serviceable, and the costliest of all the Journals, 
and to the present-day investigators the rarest and most 
valuable ; for but two or three complete sets are known to 
have come down to us. One of these is in the possession 
of Mr. Paul Leicester Ford, and the other, with the auto- 
graph of John Dickinson upon each part of it, is in the 
library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

1 Journal of Congress, March 31, 1779. But this was not the first 
occasion that a proposition to print the Journal with greater frequency 
came before Congress. So far back as June, 1777, the Board of War 
complained that they labored under great difficulty in not having the 
daily resolves of Congress before them, and they therefore recommended 
that a printer be appointed to print the proceedings of Congress daily. 
The members of the Board of War present when this request was ordered 
made were John Adams, Sherman, Samuel Adams, E. H. Lee, Carroll, and 
Clymer. (See MS. Journal of Congress, June 17, 1777.) Letter from 
Board of War, June 13, 1777. It will be remembered also that Aitken's 
first attempts for 1776 were in monthly parts. 

2 Ibid., April 9, 1779. 
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The first publication under authorization of Congress that 
issued from Claypoole's press was a folio bearing the follow- 
ing title : " Journals of Congress, From Friday January 
1st to Monday February 1st 1779. Philadelphia, Printed 
by David C. Claypoole, Printer to the Congress of the 
United States of America MDCCLXXX," with contents 
quite in keeping with its title. Next appeared a Journal 
reduced in size to the more wieldy octavo, containing the 
proceedings for February ; then one with those of March ; 
and then the last from March 31 to April 10, before the 
beginning of the weekly issues, 1 which continued from 
Monday the 12th day of April until the last day of December, 
1779. 2 As we shall have occasion below to notice the dif- 

1 Journals | of | Congress, | From | Friday January 1st, | To | Mon- 
day February 1st, 1779. | Philadelphia: \ Printed by David C. Claypoole, 
Printer to | The Congress of the United States of America. | MDCC- 
LXXIX. | folio, pp. 12. Text printed in two columns. Hildeburn, Vol. 
II. p. 338. Ford's No. 233. 

2 Journals | Of | Congress | From | Monday, February 1st, | To | 
Monday, March 1st, 1779. | Philadelphia : | Printed by David C. Clay- 
poole, | Printer to the Honorable the Congress of | the United States of 
America. | 8vo, pp. 50. Ford's No. 234. 

Journals | Of | Congress | From | Monday, March 1st, | To | Tuesday, 
March 30th, 1779, | Inclusive. | Philadelphia: \ Printed by David C. 
Claypoole, | Printer to the Honorable the Congress of | the United 
States of America. | 8vo, pp. 56. Ford's No. 235. [Ibid.] From Wed- 
nesday, March thirty-first, | To | Saturday, April tenth, 1779, | Inclu- 
sive. | * * *. | 8vo, pp. 24. Ford's No. 236. 

All the titles to the succeeding sheets are similar to the March issue, 
except that the word Honorable is abbreviated to Bon. in the issue 
March 31-April 10 and in all the weekly sheets to that of the week of 
May 21-29, when Honorable reappears and is continued to the end, with 
the necessary changes of date as noted below. They are also all 8vos. 
See Ford's Nos. 237-273, with corrections. 

* * | Monday, April 12th, | To | Saturday, April 17th, 1779, | Inclu- 
sive. | pp. 19. 

* * | Monday, April 19th, | To | Saturday, April 24th, 1779 | Inclu- 
sive. | pp. 24. 

** | Saturday, April 24th, | To | Monday, May 3d, 1779 | pp.16. (This 
title contains an error, for the proceedings begin with Monday, April 
26, and end with May 1.) 

* * | Saturday, May 1st, ] To | Monday, May 10th, 1779. | pp. 15. 
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ferences existing between these monthly sheets and the entire 
Journal of 1779 as we ordinarily know it, it is but necessary 

(This contains the proceedings from Monday, May 3, to Saturday, May 
8, inclusive.) 

* * | Monday, May 10th, | To | Saturday, May 15th, 1779, | Inclusive. 

I PP. 14. 

* * | Monday, May 17th, | To | Saturday, May 22d, 1779, | Inclusive. 
I PP- 24. 

* * | Monday, May 24th, | To | Saturday, May 29th, 1779, | Inclusive. 
| pp. 20. 

* * | Monday, May 31st, | To | Saturday, June 5th, 1779, | Inclusive. 
| pp. 15. 

* * | Monday, June 7th, | To | Saturday, June 12th, 1779, | Inclusive. 
| pp. 19. 

** | Monday, June 14th, | To | Saturday, June 19th, 1779, | Inclusive. 
| pp. 10. 

* * | Monday, June 21st, | To | Saturday, June 26th, 1779, | Inclusive. 
| pp. 13. 

* * | Monday, June 28th, | To | Saturday, July 3d, 1779, | Inclusive. | 
pp. 15. 

* * | Monday, July 5th, | To | Saturday, July 12th, 1779, | Inclusive. 
| pp. 9. (This title contains two errors. The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was celebrated by Congress on July 5, so there was no 
session ; and the Saturday of this week was the 10th and not the 
12th.) 

* * | Monday, July 12th, | To | Saturday, July 17th, 1779, | Inclusive. 
| pp. 10. 

* * | Monday, July 19th, | To | Saturday, July 24th, 1779, | Inclusive. 

I PP- 14. 

* * | Monday, July 26th, | To | Saturday, July 31st, 1779, | Inclu- 
sive. | pp. 16. (" With this issue the imprint was changed to ' Phila- 
delphia: | Printed by David O. Claypoole, | Printer to the Honorable 
the Congress,' | and continued to the end of the series." Ford's No. 
252.) 

* * | Monday, August 2d, | To | Saturday, August 7th, 1779, | Inclu- 
sive. | pp. 11. 

* * | Monday, August 9th , | To | Saturday, August 14th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 10. 

* * | Monday, August 16th, | To | Saturday, August 21st, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 13. 

* * | Monday, August 23d, | To | Saturday, August 28th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 14. 

* * | Monday, August 30th, | To | Saturday, September 4th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 12. 
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to remark here that they contain much matter of great im- 
portance that is found in no other publication. It was over 

* * | Monday, September 6th, | To | Saturday, September 11th, 1779, 
| Inclusive. | pp. 10. 

* * | Monday, September 13th, | To | Saturday, September 18th, 1779, 
| Inclusive. | pp. 22. 

* * | Monday, September 20th, | To | Saturday, September 25th, 1779, 
| Inclusive. | pp. 9. 

* * | Sunday, September 26th, | To | Saturday, October 2d, 1779, | In- 
clusive. | pp. 11. 

** | Monday, October 4th, | To | Saturday, October 9ht [sic], 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 11. 

* * | Monday, October 11th, | To | Saturday, October 16th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 8. 

* * | Monday, October 18th, | To | Saturday, October 23d, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 12. 

* * | Monday, October 25th, | To | Saturday, October 30th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 13. 

** | Monday, November 1st, | To | Saturday, November 6th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 7. 

* * | Monday, November 8th | To | Saturday, November 12th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 11. (This contains a mistake in the date of Saturday, 
which was the 13th and not the 12th.) 

* * | Monday, November 15th, | To | Saturday, November 20th, 1779, 
| Inclusive. | pp. 19. 

* * | Monday, November 22d, | To | Saturday, November 27th, 1779, 
| Inclusive. | pp- 15. 

* * | Monday, November 29th, | To | Saturday, December 4th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 12. 

* * | Monday, December 6th, | To | Saturday, December 11th, 1779, 
| Inclusive. | pp. 10. 

* * | Monday, December 13th, | To | Saturday December 18th, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 12. 

* * | Monday, December 20th, | To | Friday, December 31st, 1779, | 
Inclusive. | pp. 16. 

Also : Journals | of | Congress. | Containing | The | Proceedings | 
From January 1, 1779, To January 1, 1780. | Published by Order of 
Congress, | Volume V. | Philadelphia: | Printed by David C. Claypoole, 
| M,DCC,LXXXIII. | 8vo, pp. 464, (15), lxxiv. Ford says of this 
(No. 274), " In the first issue of this volume pages 25 and 28, and 29 
and 32, backed each other and were duplicated. There were no pages 
26, 27, 30, and 31. These errors were corrected in most copies." The 
Appendix, pp. 15, contains a tabulated schedule of " Expenditures for 
the Year 1779." 



The Journals and Papers of the Continental Congress. 183 

the distribution of some sheets of these Journals that Thom- 
son the secretary and Henry Laurens nearly came to blows 
on the floor of the House. Laurens so far forgot himself as 
to threaten to kick Thomson from the President's platform 
upon which they both happened to be standing. This 
episode led Laurens to prefer charges against Thomson for 
misconduct in office, and he wrote a long letter to the inves- 
tigating committee appointed by Congress. Thomson 
defended himself in a similar manner and at great length, 
and nothing — not even a censure — came of the dispute. 1 In 
the course of his letter Thomson wrote the following which 
is of interest to us : "I had frequently heard Mr. Lovell 
who has had a principal direction and management in print- 
ing the weekly journals and ordering the distribution, for as 
to myself I never before took any concern in the matter as 
I did not consider it any part of my business, I say I had 
frequently heard him mention that there was only one for 
each member printed upon a fine paper and brought into 
Congress — that if any wanted to send copies to their state 
they might be supplied with others printed on a common 
paper." It may here be remarked that Dickinson's set, 
which we mentioned above, is one of those printed on " fine 
paper;" not only this, the octavo sheets have never been cut 
or bound, but are kept in a case with the original steel-blue 
covers still about them. The folio, more difficult to pre- 
serve, has been arranged in sumptuous attire, although like- 
wise uncut and with its first outer cover still intact. Nor 
would it be less than vandalism to destroy the enclosing 
sheets, for each in the strong and well-known handwriting 
of the " Farmer" proclaims that it was John Dickinson's 
copy. 

Acting under the authorization of the resolutions of March 
31, 1779, Claypoole was also engaged to print the, till now, 
neglected Journal for 1778, Volume IV. of the set. It bears 
no date on the title-page, but its similarity, typographically, 

1 Potter's American Monthly, Vols. VI. and VII. pp. 269 et $eq. The 
letter is dated September 6, 1779. 
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to the other Journals published in 1779 and its dissimilarity 
from the volume published by him in 1783 (see below) give 
some ground for holding that he printed it in 1779. 1 

1 Journals | of | Congress, | Containing | The | Proceedings | From 
January 1st, 1778, to January 1st, 1779, | Published by Order of Con- 
gress. | Volume IV. | Philadelphia: j Printed by David C. Claypoole, | 
Printer to the Honorable Congress. | 8vo, pp. (2), 748 ; index, pp. lxxxix ; 
appendix, (4). 

(To be continued.) 



